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Attendance success 

Attitude success
And more
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The program currently called Comprehensive Student
Support (CSS) was originally called Motivation &
Maintenance (M&M) in Senate Bill 65 (SB65). Over the
past 18 years, California schools implementing this
program have found that the synergy of the program
elements transforms the culture of the school and has
wide-ranging benefits in addition to dropout prevention. 

Independent statewide evaluators found that the 
CSS program’s cost-effectiveness and accountability
exceed those of any state or federal categorically funded
program in California. CSS schools make up less than
4% of the schools in California. In 2002–03 the CSS
program operated in 365 schools in 66 California
school districts. 

STUDENTS SERVED

CSS schools
make up less
than 4% of the
schools in
California.

CSS schools 
on average 
have a high
percentage of
English
language
learners
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Success Data 

CSS programs currently serve student populations with a
proportion of Hispanic students that is about 1.6 times
the state average. By at least two measures of poverty,
students in CSS programs are considerably more
economically disadvantaged than most other students in
California. Students in these schools are much more
likely than those enrolled in an average California school
to be taught by a partially credentialed teacher with a
minimum of teaching experience. 

SOURCES

The following page includes highlights and excerpts 
from reports published by SRA Associates, Ceres Policy
Research, Consumer Perspectives, Inc. and The
California Dropout Prevention Network.
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ACADEMIC SUCCESS

API DATA

• CSS schools have an API growth rate
that is 12% higher than their district’s
overall rate.

• 20% of CSS high schools made it into
the top 50 California schools
recognized for exceptional API growth.

• 82% of CSS schools in California met
or exceeded their API target in 2003

• CSS schools beat the statewide rate for
meeting their API targets by a 5%
margin. 

• As a group, CSS schools meet or beat
their district’s average for meeting their
API target. 

• 75% of CSS high schools met or
exceeded their API target in 2003

• CSS high schools grew an average of 
25 API points per school last year 

AYP DATA

• CSS schools outperform their district’s
graduation rate improvements by a
13% margin. 

• CSS schools outperform IIUSP schools
in API improvement.

• CSS schools score significantly higher
on ELA participation and math
participation. 

• Although CSS schools’ proficiency 
rates for ELA and math are slightly
lower than those of other schools in
their districts, their participation rates
are higher.

• Corroborated by two separate
comparisons (district and single school
analyses), CSS schools step ahead of
other schools on improvements in API
scores and graduation rates. 

ATTITUDE SUCCESS

• Suspensions have gone down by an
average of 13 per school since 2001.

• Expulsions have gone down by 0.7 per
school since 2001. 

• CSS schools show a significantly slower
expulsion growth rate than the average
California school from 2001 to 2003. 

• Average number of expulsions per CSS
school in 2003–04 = 2.0.

ATTENDANCE SUCCESS

• The average attendance of 
CSS schools is 95.19%.

• Attendance in CSS schools has gone up
by an average of 1.16% since 2001.

• Dropout rates for CSS high schools are
less than half the rates for comparable
schools. 

• Elementary schools with the CSS
program routinely lead their districts in
attendance.

• Viewed in terms of high school
attrition, CSS high schools have better
overall holding power than similar
schools without the CSS program.

Comprehensive Student Support Success Data

CREATING A COMMUNITY 
OF CARING

The CSS1 program provides for 
an outreach consultant who ensures
that outside community resources
flow into the school so that the
school’s capacity to respond to
student needs is increased. 

Total dollars leveraged for schools
by CSS programs in California
during the 2003–04 school year 
= $31,791,052.50.

CSS strategies have a significant
positive impact on school climate
and culture.

CSS schools are consistently
improving both student retention
rates and the academic and social
performance of students.

CSS schools in California
raised an average of
$183,763 per school 
in 2003–04.
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1 The program currently called Comprehensive Student Support (CSS) was originally called
Motivation & Maintenance (M&M) in Senate Bill 65 (SB65).
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